Chromosome aberration dosimetry: addition of thymidine, an interesting mean to increase the number of dividing cells.
Addition of thymidine to culture medium commonly used by laboratories performing medical cytogenetics followed by a release of the block by 2-deoxycitidine increases greatly the mitotic index and the proportion of metaphases suitable for chromosome analysis. The benefit is, however, less evident when the method is applied to culture medium used in laboratories specialized in chromosome aberration dosimetry.